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Story and Photos by Craig Lindley and Heather Hubbard

must admit | have a great wife. It is one thing that after 30 years

of mamage Heather still likes me, but she also agreed to spend

our 30th anniversary in [taly. Mot on the ltalian Riviera, mind you,

but dimbing ltaly's active volcanoes. The idea for this trip planted

iself in my head after | read "Walking with Volcanoes™, by Trina

Riegelin (January 2008 Rodk & Cem).

Two thangs made me hesitant bo ke a
mip such as thar desonbed in the amicle. Firsy,
mncr we cannol speak mose than 8 few hal
an words, we fell communication might be
difficult, wecond, ot bosng peologsis. we
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wouldn't be able 10 inlerpre! everythng we
hoped w see and undersiand. The xdea lan
guished urtl | found & Cermman fowr oom
pamy on the Intermet called “Volcano [escon

ey Pewwovolcanodiscovery.coml,  which

offers volcano bours all over the world led
by meal volcanologists. After reading tesh
r|1|_1|||._|.'h |1|:|r|| [{=. 15 wl‘h.lll..llll'l. (5141 I|I|.' 1|'l-'|.".'l
site, | was corvinoed that a Volcamo Dhscov
ey tour was for us. {Meither Heather nor |
have any affiliagion with Violcano Discovery
ather than being satisfied cusiomers )

Mawing mver @ken an -i.l'!dﬂlﬂ'l-l ldnr
before, Heather and | weren't exacily
sufe what 0 expect Thee fact tha degaik
fike food, kedging foes and transportation
were orgastred for us and paad for wp front
wioidd allows s 1o focus on the geology. We
selescted @ powr called “Volcanoes of lwaly
Thie Cerand Tour”, scheduled 1o bomn in Ma
ples on Ape 15, 2001 and end owo weeks
later in the Sicilian city of Catania

Die. T Piedffier, a volcanologist and own
er'parmer of Volcano Dhcomery, was the
Bunde for our powr. His kncrededpe of vokca
noe and bestoeical Liva flows was imnpres
sivie I addnion, Tom could wpeak English,
Ceerman, Greek, alian, Danesh, and Spanish
fheenthy. With him, langage was never an s
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sue. We think he did a great job of balancing
the meeds and disares of CVETYONnE (N O
ol agains the tmefine, and even when
thangs didin’i go exactly & planned tmainky
duie 1o thes weatherl, he abaays kept his com
pokure and sense of hurmor

We flew from Denver 1o Maples, amiving
a day before the tour began to help alleviate
our jet kag. Our first daw in Mapdes was an
expenence, since neither of w knew more
than 3 few lakian words Historc buldings
are evenawhere in this ciny. We mmediately
reibred that Maples & busill froem the by
products of vaolean ary. Baaly and ruff,
a ok -i.'l::lrI'I.[l.'_Il"_{'lj of |_|_||'|rF|r1:-'|ll.n_-:|_ and coimy
padiod volcanic ah, were uwsed a3 bl ng
matenal and for ul‘f&:n‘l& the sirecis. We
W very [iow o

The next evening. we met the other
eermbers of our tour group: a South Afrd
can couple. 3 Danish couple, and thres
Cermans. |t turned out that one of our tour
i pants was an intemationally knoswn
; T geoioge, so we had pao grolo
gt on our trip, This resulted m many kong
dinnes converistions abowt gealogy

The frst real day of the four samed wilh
o lldlﬂ_' Aler breskfast we bosrc
and headed i Mount Vesuaus | b
lealian), where the
wias born. Before cimbing the volc
gopped at the first-ever volcano ol i
ory oF 4 quick presentation sned tour by
e very knewledgeable staff and saw the
woarld's firsd wwsmographs

Ar the Vesuvine trail head, we took on
another guide. as requincd for our chmb
Bocause we were accompanisd by a vol-
canologist, we pol bt make a differen
ecend than most pex A we climbed
up through the crz BT windher
and colder. The b woas Slindg, st nod
o0 long, and wee made 0 (o the upper rim
af the crater ai 1 281 meters (4.207 feet)
loim &nd ouar ._|.|-.-.r_-q..-|g_ pumde poamted ol
all of the interestii
3 lava shell ihat al d p
s the gaping cf d once been
This shelf was destroyved during the 1944
efupilson. From ithe wop of the crater’s rim,
we oould see Herculaneum and Pormpeii,
trwns that were destroved by an eruption
of Mount Vesrvius in 70 CE

Viesueius, though dommant, Bes nomer
ous fumarsdes that emit water vapor and

lfurous gases. We climbed down from

“raler nm to A sef of furmanokes ansand

wch erystallized sulfur could :
H’f.ll.l.l'li.‘l I'J"I-:'ll' WA WATTTE i
clumbing guide explained various aspedts of
Vesuvius in beth English and German so ov
efyone n o group would undersand

After climbing dowmn From Vessvius, we
were laken 20 3 private vineyard and winery
ard served an incredible lunch whale sitting
ini the shade and looking across the shor
degance 1o the vo was struck by the
precanous exitence the Mapolitanc poople
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Thet wertical, hariesntal and columssr Bagaits Jomatioas of the

cansand by quichly cooling lava lawing from Meunt Eixa.

The Serapiam of Pegruali i ther rains of 4 Reman mirkiplise Bat sltemastely fll elow snd ria abevs sed el

dus beBradyicim, theinflaties and deflation of an undariying magma chambse.

Tha island o Walcano is Famous fee s warm, mineral-rich mud kaths, which are purgarted to heve such phycal

Berefits a3 reprematiog ik sed seathisg achieg jaint
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